


Our beautiful Montessori School commenced in 1985 and caters for 
children from 1 year of age through to 18 years. Our classes span a 
three year age range; Infant Toddler Program 1-3 years, Children’s 
House 3-6 years, Lower Primary 6-9 years, Upper Primary 9-12 
years, Middle School 12-15 years and Senior School 15-18 years. 
Our School is small by design and has a wonderful community feel 
where every child and family is treated as an individual. Children 
remain in each class group for three years which enhances a sense 
of community.

When you enter a Montessori classroom the first thing you notice 
is that the students are scattered in every corner of the room; on 
the floor or at desks – singly or in small groups – busy working on 
projects, exercises or activities the students choose for themselves. 
Instead of standing at the front of the room, instructing the entire 
class, one lesson at a time, Montessori teachers are able to circulate 
amongst the students, demonstrating new activities, assisting the 
students with challenges and suggesting new exercises when the 
student is ready to begin mastering the next level of a discipline.

The Montessori method features hands-on materials and exercises 
in practical life, sensorial, language, science, maths, geography, 
history, art, drama and agriculture. For example, in math, Montessori 
students use counting chains, abacuses and the pink tower to build 
their understanding of mathematical principles and relationships. 
An emphasis on respect and cooperation creates a harmonious 
environment conducive to concentration and self-expression. The 
Montessori approach is based on mutual respect and co-operation. 
Montessori is not religiously affiliated and welcomes people of all 
beliefs and backgrounds into our inclusive environment.
 
Our classes cater for a wide range of student learning and offer 
academic extension for gifted and talented children. Adolescent 
students in the Senior School have the opportunity to engage in 
internships and WACE (Western Australian Certificate of Education) 
Courses of study that lead into university and vocational pathways, 
through Big Picture Education Australia.

“Education plays a key part in a child’s development and as an 
educator we must observe the child and assist them to become 
independent, confident and successful young adults who contribute 
positively and selflessly to our society. I want every child to come to 
school every day filled with a love of learning” (Maria Montessori)

We look forward to working with you in the venture of educating 
and raising your child.
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______Infant Toddler Program____________

______Infant Toddler Program____________

Children can attend the Infant Toddler / Playgroup Program from
1-3 years of age. Parents or Guardians stay with their children for
the duration of the morning. The Infant Toddler Program provides
children an excellent introduction to Montessori learning.

The sessions are run by a Montessori Leader who greets each child
personally with a handshake at their level and bids them farewell at
the end of the session.

The shelves have puzzles, arts & crafts and Practical Life trays
arranged carefully upon them, in a similar way to a Montessori
classroom. Parents attend with their one to three year olds,
helping them to master the work they have chosen. Independence
is encouraged and children of different ages may work together,
learning from one another.

At the morning tea table each child sets the table for themselves.  
They are encouraged to serve themselves using tongs and to pour 
water from small jugs.  The table is decorated with flowers in vases 
collected and arranged by one of the children. After washing up 
their dishes the children can choose new work or go outside to play.

There is a short group time at the end of each session.  We read a 
story, sing and play musical instruments or play with a parachute 
to a song.  It is very much a fun morning and the children enjoy 
themselves immensely.

Early Learning





____Children’s House________
____Children’s House________

Montessori children begin Children’s House around the time of their 
third birthday. Children begin attending for five mornings a week. 
When the child is considered by their teacher as ready, they will 
gradually transition to attending 5 full days a week, (this transition 
takes place before their fifth birthday).

The Children’s House introduces children to a wide range of 
sensorial materials with which they explore the world; for example, 
music bells to strike and match, sound cylinders for shaking and 
matching, sandpaper tablets giving experiences of rough, rougher, 
roughest, a tower of cubes to demonstrate volume. These and 
other materials help the child to develop a sound base for learning 
through the use of language and mathematical materials which are 
introduced later.

The children are also provided with experiences in practical living; 
cooking, brushing and polishing for example. There is a kitchen area 
in which everything is scaled down to a size easily used by children. 
There are no toys here. Though smaller than the adult world, the 
brushes, pans and stoves are real. These real life activities develop 
confidence and manual dexterity and provide a link between what 
happens at school and at home. The Children’s House is a very 
special time for a child to begin their Montessori journey. 

First Steps





____Primary Programs______________

____Primary Programs______________

Children begin the transition to Lower-Primary around the time of
their sixth birthday.
The Lower-Primary classroom provides children with a wide range of
Montessori materials to help them explore and learn. The equipment
is on shelves within easy reach of the children and is organised
carefully into sections for Maths, Geometry, Language, Geography, 
History, Science and Biology.

Alongside their individual work, children in this age range often
work in groups, enhancing co-operation and leadership skills. Social
and personal developments are strengths within the Montessori
philosophy which begin to be emphasised at this age. Montessori
education takes a holistic view, aimed at developing the child into a
well-rounded human being. Lower-Primary is a very important time
for children to explore the world around them through their 
imagination.

Upper Primary

Lower Primary

Children begin transitioning to Upper Primary around their ninth 
birthday. Children will stay in Upper Primary until they are twelve, 
when they will graduate from Rockingham Montessori Primary 
School and transition to our Adolescent Program.
 
In Upper Primary children are consolidating and building on their 
Lower Primary skills. They also spend time carrying out their own 
research projects. As with the 6-9 year olds, this is often done in 
groups with the children sharing the responsibility along with intra-
personal skills. Research tools such as computers, books and other 
texts are fully utilised and the range of research topics widen as the 
children become interested in moral and social issues. At this age, 
ethics and justice are prime foci and issues relating to these often 
form the basis of their projects as students explore their place within 
society.





Rockingham Montessori School commenced its Adolescent program in January 2012 in conjunction with 
Murdoch University.

The Adolescent Program is co-located on the Murdoch University, Dixon Rd, Rockingham site. Whilst 
continuing to provide a strong Montessori philosophy, the high school has been developed in
conjunction with Big Picture Education Australia (www.bigpicture.org.au).

The Adolescent Program follows the Australian Montessori Curriculum and incorporates Western 
Australian Senior School Curriculum in the form of Courses of Study. The Adolescent Program has a 
strong influence on the child’s personal growth in the areas of public speaking, the arts, sports, business, 
economics, entrepreneurship, out of school activities and work readiness skills.

The Adolescent Program incorporates internships to ensure students gain real life experiences to guide 
their future career pathways to ensure a comprehensive portfolio is developed which may lead to
successful university entry.

Philosophy
“Success in life depends in every case on self-confidence and the knowledge of one’s own capacity. The 
consciousness of knowing how to make oneself useful, how to help mankind in many ways, fills the 
soul with noble confidence and dignity. The feeling of independence, is bound to the power to be self-
sufficient.” (Maria Montessori, From Childhood to Adolescence, 1948)

By developing the capacity of a child, work becomes joyful and the child flourishes to become a 
constructive citizen of our humanity thus leading to our ultimate goal of World peace. The child’s potential 
is actualised through having the social, emotional, intellectual, physical and spiritual needs being met 
in a nurturing, supportive and challenging environment. A healthy body and healthy mind is developed 
through self-management and practical life daily chores, leadership participation in the form of school 
managers and community meeting participation.  Development of the child’s own capabilities and a desire 
to utilise these skills to make an ongoing difference in the world facilitates a passion for lifelong learning. 
The 21st Century ‘soft skills’ including but not limited to strong communication, an inquiring mind, deep 
knowledge, open mindedness, caring, a discerning risk taker, innovative and resilience by not being afraid 
of failure, empowers our youth to create the 22nd Century and beyond.  Acknowledgement of their place 
in their family, peer group, community and the world and thus the development of independence, leads 
to being ones best self and the development of inner peace and peace for mankind. 

Values
Students are supported to look for opportunities to contribute to the wider community, for the good 
of humanity, working collaboratively to enhance the groups abilities. Competition is encouraged within 
oneself not against others, valuing the self and others whilst valuing diversity and inclusivity are core. 
The adolescent behaves with grace and courtesy and treats others with genuine kindness and respect.  
Students are encouraged to reflect on their personal behaviours and to consider the needs of others 
before themselves.

Features 
Comprehensive coverage of curriculum incorporating contemporary skills in technology provide students 
with a sound grasp of current trends and an appetite for future opportunities. Working within digital 
environments increases independence, discerning usage and capitilises on technological literacies, building 
skills for our technological society and complements face to face delivery through real world usage and 
cross curricula interest based activities. The Montessori National Curriculum is delivered in Middle School 
and is mapped to the Western Australian and Australian curriculums. The Montessori National Curriculum 
is approved by Western Australia’s School Curriculum and Standards Authority and ACEQA respectively. 
Senior school students can pursue multiple tertiary education and/or vocational pathways. Western 
Australian ATAR or general Subjects, nationally accredited Vocational Education and Endorsed Courses 
are included in a senior students Graduation Pathway Plan along with Internship opportunities and 
Community Service projects.

___Adolescent Program_______
___Adolescent Program_______



Structure
Student numbers for the Adolescent Program is capped at 300. The school is designed to be small to 
maximise strong relationships between students, staff and families. Middle school caters for 12-15 year 
olds and senior school 15-18 years. Advisories of 17 students are guided by an advisory teacher focusing 
on the child’s well-being and individualised learning plan. Specialist teachers extend the child’s knowledge 
base in a cross curricula approach.  Students transition into and through the Adolescent Program when 
socially and emotionally ready. Small class sizes and maximised student support through high teacher to 
student ratios is key. 

Pedagogy
Students attend classes where personalised instruction is reinforced and complimented by work that is 
completed throughout the week in the student’s generalist time. A daily ‘three-hour work cycle’ is the 
essence of a Montessori environment enabling the students to have uninterrupted time for developing 
‘flow’ which provides for deep concentration and learning free from distractions. ‘Going Out’ and 
learning from and within the community and natural environment provides real world experience for the 
adolescent and is an extension of our Primary School Program. Where our transitioning primary students 
have undertaken annual camps, our Middle School students are now involved in expeditions culminating 
in our Senior School odyssey. These experiences contribute to an awareness of our natural environment, 
industry, economics, geography and cultures of our region. Lessons are provided in small groups of 
varying ability and ages. Work is presented to the child at their academic level. Teachers are multi skilled 
guides who work alongside students to inspire and model work processes and are available for students 
to access to assist with their learning during generalist time. Learning programs are individually developed 
in response to student’s needs, abilities, aspirations and learning styles.

Student attributes
The successful adolescent demonstrates a desire for self-determination and independence. Is motivated 
to contribute to their community, society and care for our environment both locally and globally. They are 
aware of their responsibility and present a willingness to actively create the preferred future for humanity. 
This is underpinned by the development of critical and creative thinking processes and in depth self-
reflection. 

Transition 
Maria Montessori defined the Third Plane (12-18 years) as a time of rebirth and thus the Adolescent 
Program is a further entry point to the School. Students who enter a Montessori program undergo 
a transition that Doctor Montessori termed ‘Normalisation’. This process generally takes between 
six to twelve months for adolescents and is a time where inner discipline is developed thus we see a 
transformation where students drive their learning. For our children transitioning from the Upper Primary 
program, they will see a continuation of work trackers, generalist time for work completion and will be 
exposed to a range of subject electives to enhance personal interests whilst broadening the mind for 
unchartered knowledge in the form of new learnings.

Pathways
Students are encouraged to produce their best work at all times and aim high for future aspirations 
which can lead to tertiary, vocational training or full time work. Students can gain tertiary entry through a 
variety of methods including Portfolio Entry, assorted bridging programs, STAT tests, Vocational Education 
Training pathways or direct entry. Staff model continuous learning through being regularly engaged in 
professional learning programs, that where appropriate can also include students.





_______Senior School_______
_______Senior School_______

More than just university preparation  
All RMS Senior School students complete a Graduation Pathway Plan. They are strongly supported to 
complete their Western Australian Certificate of Education (WACE) through attainment of courses, 
vocational programs and a variety of School Curriculum and Standards Authority (SCSA) endorsed 
programs along with undertaking at least one internship placement over the three year period. 

From commencement in the RMS Adolescent Program, students are guided through the process of 
portfolio compilation, presentation, reflection and goal setting to develop independence and excellence in 
their learning outcomes to ensure success in their chosen post schooling pathway.

In Senior School our students are required to complete the following: 

A Senior Project
The project is the opportunity for students to take on a large scale independent project that makes an 
impact on the community. Through the senior project, the student will learn how to manage a project, 
solve problems, work with outside adults, and delve deeper into their learning goals. Each student is 
mentored by their Advisory Teacher through their project.

An Autobiography
This work commences upon enrollment at RMS and is completed in year 12. Students have many 
experiences to draw on for example, journals, narratives, internship logs, exhibitions, and so on. ln their 
autobiography, they cover: family, friends, important moments, academic development, influential people, 
their passions and how they have changed and/or developed, their future vision and their philosophy of
life.

A Post-School Plan
This includes the student record of: resume, transcripts, key essays, awards, certificates, best work and 
other relevant achievements. This would include a record of all courses and certificates completed at 
school.The student keeps a record of having visited and interviewed with universities and/or TAFE colleges 
with their application for at least one including a post-high school learning and work
plan.

Graduation Exhibition
Presentation of the work, learning and reflections on learning at a graduation exhibition attended by 
mentors, teachers, students, family and other interested participants.

As part of their portfolio development, students may also incorporate the following:

Book Reviews from a range of books studied throughout Senior School including writing reviews.

Service Learning Project, a report on preparation, participation and outcomes of a service-Ieaming 
project which has benefitted others in the community. 



Further Education and University Entry
Rockingham Montessori School (RMS) graduates enter University via one of three methods: Portfolio and 
Interview, Uni-Ready Courses and STAT. Using these unique alternative tertiary pathways, students have 
the ability to gain direct entry to almost all of the courses offered to students using an Australian Tertiary 
Admissions Rank (ATAR) entrance. Some courses may require bridging units before admission.

Portfolio Entry 
Since 2014 Big Picture Education Australia has been working with a collective of tertiary institutions to 
identify criteria for university readiness which can identify the skill set required for a successful tertiary 
student.  As a Big Picture partner school RMS enables students to utilise this pathway to a wide range 
of universities across Australia, New Zealand and the United States. Students access this pathway by 
preparing a portfolio during their time with the Adolescent Program.

Uni-Ready courses 
RMS has developed strong partnerships with various Western Australian universities, thus enabling 
students to access uni-readiness courses either while still a student at RMS or upon graduation. Examples 
of this include the following:

TLC110
A WACE accredited alternative entry pathway to Murdoch University for Year 12 students who may 
not achieve an ATAR. This unit generates three points towards an undergraduate degree at Murdoch 
University. Year 12 students participate in a 2-hour weekly session at Murdoch University for 
3 terms. Through the following four key areas of focus in TLC110, students develop academic skills 
relevant to university study; Thinking critically about issues, researching information, locating evidence 
to support their arguments and writing academically.

OnTrack
A supportive 14-week program for students who aspire to complete a university degree but do not 
qualify for direct entry to Murdoch University. This course develops effective study habits and learning 
strategies along with assistance to explore an undergraduate degree program that matches their 
aspirations and a network of peer and academic support at Murdoch University.

STAT
The Special Tertiary Admissions Test (STAT) has been developed to assess competencies commonly 
considered important for success in tertiary study. The STAT provides an avenue of entry to a tertiary 
institution for those who followed a non-traditional pathway to university. It is a national test designed to 
assess aptitude for learning in a tertiary environment. 

How does this compare to WACE examinations and ATAR?
RMS graduates generally enter tertiary institutions through either the portfolio or UniReady courses with a 
collection of school work, references and exam and subject results. Having these alternatives to the WACE 
exams shows that this is not the only entrance option, and our high university entrance rate demonstrates 
our student’s succeed from being part of a rich and broad high school educational experience. 

_____Post-School Options_____
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Providing Opportunities

Rockingham Montessori School follows the Australian
Montessori Curriculum and is proud to participate in the
Montessori Australia Quality Assurance Program
which ensures the delivery of a quality Montessori program.
Our curriculum initiatives are designed in a format
compatible with the Australian Curriculum.

The Children’s House provides a program which is divided
into five areas and provides every opportunity to ensure that
children achieve agreed outcomes of the Early Years Learning
Framework for Australian Early Childhood.

The five areas are:
1. Practical life exercises (including Health & Physical Education);
2. Sensorial materials;
3. Language learning area;
4. Mathematics learning area; and
5. Cultural activities (Science, History & Geography, The Arts,
Technology & Enterprise).

The Primary and Adolescent program for middle childhood
and adolescence follows the key learning areas as set out in the
Australian Montessori Curriculum.

• Creative Arts & Music;
• Language;
• Health and Physical Education;
• Mathematics with Geometry;
• English;
• Science with Biology;
• History & Geography;
• Technology and Enterprise.

Our Senior School Program offers students a combination of 
Western Australian Courses of study, Vocational Education and 
endorsed courses to achieve a Western Australian Certificate of 
Education.

Parents can therefore be certain that children remaining at the 
school through the primary and adolescent years will attain levels 
of education that other students do, with the addition of deeper 
learning achieved by the integrated Montessori approach.

_____Curriculum_____________
_____Curriculum_____________





Comparisons 
Montessori and traditional schools

____Montessori Characteristics________________

____Montessori Characteristics________________

Rockingham Montessori School offers

• Three year age span in each class

• Motivated by self-development

• Ungraded

• Self-correcting materials

• Children learn by handling objects themselves

• Individual learning

• Teacher is observer and facilitator

• Child completes “cycles of activity”

• Few teacher interruptions

• Freedom to move and work within classroom

• Emphasis on cognitive learning

• Quiet by choice and out of regard for others

•  Materials used for specific purpose with sequence of 

steps

• Work for joy of working and sense of discovery

• Environment provides discipline

• Encouraged to help one another

• Child chooses materials

• Child sets own pace

• Child free to discover on own

•  Emphasis on concrete

• Reality-oriented

•  Specific places for materials, sense of order

• Child provides own stimulus to learning

• Self-education through self-correcting materials

•  Recognition of sensitive periods

• Multi-sensory materials to develop specific skills

Traditional Schools offer

• One/Two year age span

•  Teacher-motivated 

• Graded

• Teacher corrects errors

•  Teacher teaches

• Small & whole group learning

•  Teacher is focal point and dominant influence

• Frequent teacher inturruptions 

• Assigned seats and specific class periods

•  Postponement of 3R’s, emphasis on social   

development.

• Quiet enforced

•  Materials used in many ways without previous 

instruction

• Work because they’re told to

• Teacher provides discipline 

• Seek help from teacher

• Teacher sets curriculum 

• Teacher sets pace 

• Teacher guides child 

• Emphasis on abstract

• Much role-playing and fantasy

• Random placement & many displays of visual collections

• Teacher provides

• Use of reward and punishment in motivation 

• All children treated alike 

• Play materials for non-specific skills 


